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Viewpoints: Despite wet
winter, state needs to
move ahead with Delta
plan
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Mother Nature has smiled upon California this
spring, with a bounty of rainfall and snowpack
that pulls the state back from the brink of a

water emergency that could match the budget crisis.

Sunne Wright McPeak

This fortunate turn of events gives us yet another opportunity to restore our Golden State and
put in place long-term solutions to responsibly manage our water resources. While Gov. Jerry
Brown rightly declared the drought is over, no one should be lulled into thinking that the water
crisis has ended.

There is danger in complacency. The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and future water supply
reliability are still in jeopardy. Fortunately, the state has a plan to fix these problems: The Delta
Vision Strategic Plan, released in 2008, along with the enacted legislation of 2009, provide a
comprehensive, integrated and linked set of actions that can restore the beleaguered Delta and
ensure a reliable water supply for California.

The challenge now is for the state to move forward expeditiously, with a laserlike focus, to
implement the strategic plan — not piecemeal, but as intended and required to get results.

The recommendations as stated in the Delta Vision Strategic Plan are:

« Make the co-equal goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration the legal
foundation of Delta and water policy.

« Recognize and enhance the unique cultural, recreational and agricultural values of the Delta as
an evolving place.

« Restore the Delta ecosystem as the heart of a healthy estuary.
« Promote statewide water conservation, efficiency and sustainable use.

« Build facilities to improve the existing water conveyance system and expand statewide storage;
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operate both to achieve the co-equal goals.

« Reduce risks to people, property and state interests in the Delta by effective emergency

preparedness, appropriate land uses and strategic levee investments. Ca re B r h u i I [I E rE
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challenge. However, public attention and dialogue can greatly aid that dynamic.
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