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CALIFORNIA WATER LEADERS CALL FOR AGRICULTURE AND FINANCE SOLUTIONS
Delta Vision Foundation says DSC plan “fails to link strategies and actions for a workable solution.”  
Sacramento – Today, the Delta Vision Foundation (established by the former members of the Governor’s Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force) held a roundtable discussion with state water leaders, stakeholder organizations and resource experts to examine critical issues facing the implementation of the Delta Vision Strategic Plan, released in 2008.  The two-part panel discussion focused on opportunities and partnerships for agricultural contributions to Delta solutions, followed by a review and discussion of the Delta Stewardship Council’s Delta Plan regarding funding and financing principles and strategies. 
“California cannot afford to fail to invest immediately, sufficiently and fairly in implemeting the Delta Vision Strategic Plan,” said Delta Vision Foundation Board President Sunne McPeak.  “The Administration and legislature must refine a fair and prudent funding and financing plan for implementing all integrated components of the 2008 Plan if we are to successfully achieve the Two Co-Equal Goals of ecosystem restoration and water supply reliability.”
The agricultural component of the discussion focused on opportunities for advancing California’s sustainable agricultural economy while addressing important needs identified in the Delta Vision Strategic Plan. Led by former California Food and Agriculture Secretary A.G Kawamura, the discussion included:
· The future of sustainable agriculture and new approaches for crop selection and water management to increase agricultural productivity while reducing water use and agricultural runoff

· Transportation of agricultural products to improve the efficient movement of agricultural goods (and other freight) while reducing road trips and the associated congestion and emissions

· The development of renewable energy power sources (like wind and biomass) that can make significant contributions to reducing the carbon footprint of California’s water system

· Increased attention and development of new programs to address the threat of invasive species on water supplies, habitats, crops, and native species

Kawamura stated, “California’s farmers feed the world, and the Delta feeds the state’s farmers. Given the daunting challenges ahead, now is the time to implement the Delta Vision Strategic Plan and ensure a healthy future for both.”
Participants in the Roundtable included members of the Delta Vision Foundation Board; state water leaders from the California State Senate and Assembly; the Delta Stewardship Council; Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board; and Association of California Water Agencies among others.  

For more information about the Delta Vision Foundation, go to: http://deltavisionfoundation.org/
###
The mission of the Delta Vision Foundation (DVF), established by the former members of the Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force, is to encourage enactment of the Delta Vision Strategic Plan and subsequent authorizing legislation by monitoring, evaluating and providing information to government officials, policymakers, and the public about the progress of the State of California in implementing the recommendations as a set of integrated and linked actions to achieve the Two Co-Equal Goals:  (1) Restore the Delta Ecosystem; and (2) Ensure Water Supply Reliability.  DVF, with support from The David and Lucile Packard Foundation and the S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation, issues an annual Delta Vision Report Card and participates in policy processes, but takes no formal position on legislation.
